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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 8,217 NA 2,288 22,850
1940 8,660 NA 2,300 19,081
1945 9,703 NA 2,061 16,513
1950 11,750 1,723 2,555 24,922
1954  9,881 1,545 2,021 20,765
1959 8,770 1,042 1,427 19,391
1964  7,330 709 777 17,970
1969 10,595 663 826 22,353
1974 11,682 274 620 19,788
1978 10,713 200 384 16,866
1982 9,706 175 356 15,187
1987 10,000 74 155 13,796
1992 12,165 (D) 63 9,415
1997 12,719 (D) 28 6,903

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.   NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 283 298 303

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 227 76 53
Grains (D) (D) (D)
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 84 48 (D)
Other field
crops

(D) ----- (D)

Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons ---- ---- ----
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- (D) ----
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) ---- ----
Forest Products Sold 108 156 70

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 11,462 9,161 6,345

Poultry and products 5,863 (D) 1,723
Dairy products (D) (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 4,659 5,473 3,705
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 14
Sheep, lambs and wool 352 404 604
Other livestock and        
   products (D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 11,689 9,237 6,398

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 130 37 39

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 17 17 127 111 47 12 4 335
1978 11 14 129 120 35 15 5 329
1982 9 22 113 119 38 19 4 320
1987 16 26 106 101 38 16 5 303
1992 17 25 107 86 52 11 6 298

1997 10 21 102 102 34 14 ---- 283
1/ Applies to 1997.  ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186 166 150 152
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134 137 148 131

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 4 2 ----
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 23 22 13
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 53 42 57
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 69 65 48
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 66 67 75
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 88 100 90

   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 55 56 57
NA  Not available.  ---- Represents zero.
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HIGHLAND
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Highland County is situated in the west central part of
Virginia and borders West Virginia.  Formed in 1847 from parts of
Bath and West Virginia, Highland is one of four Virginia counties
named for its natural geographic features. 

 In 1997, there were 91,342 acres in farms in the county, or
34 percent of the total area of 266,165 acres.  According to the 1997
Census of Agriculture, there were 283 farms in the area, each
averaging 323 acres in size and worth an average of $374,372,
including land and buildings.

Highland is one of Virginia's most beautiful counties and
boasts fertile valleys and rugged mountains.  Altitudes range upward
from 2,000 to 4,600 feet above sea level.  Forests cover nearly
three-fourths of the county and include part of the George
Washington National Forest. Temperatures at Monterey, the county
seat at 3,000 feet elevation, average 29 degrees in January and 68
in July.  The frost-free growing season is roughly 143 days, usually
extending from May 12 to around October 2.  Annual precipitation
averages over 39 inches.

Highland is an important livestock county and ranks third in
the state in number of sheep.  Livestock, poultry, and poultry
products sold supplied 98 percent of the farm products sold in 1997.
Of this total, cattle and calves accounted for 40 percent of receipts.
In addition to its thriving livestock industry, Highland is one of the few
Virginia counties that produces maple syrup and sugar.  Lumber,
pulpwood, and other wood products provide an additional source of
farm income.

In 1990, the estimated county population was 2,635.  The
total gross personal income that year was $34.0 million, or an
average of $12,883 per capita.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 728 167,909 24 17,604 312 21,905 47,512 NA 71,897
1940 667 153,423 28 17,296 592 21,971 NA NA NA
1945 694 158,619 30 17,129 164 1,177 74,259 NA 63,827
1950 609 150,908 40 14,165 889 8,491 58,139 NA 67,005
1954 570 147,582 50 13,382 907 3,414 55,378 NA 73,190
1959 494 138,748 57 11,425 485 4,860 50,018 NA 70,283
1964 432 137,495 60 10,482 1,996 8,169 29,462 16,553 24,656
1969 461 133,391 111 11,268 413 21,705 25,979 21,558 26,648
1974 2/ 335 112,231 299 9,002 939 22,267 23,211 12,863 22,402
1978 329 107,787 510 9,422 437 26,416 22,266 17,562 28,076
1982 320 103,470 670 9,203 1,206 26,776 23,985 17,321 22,543
1987 303 94,880 707 8,996 657 24,538 22,253 11,269 23,570
1992 298 96,910 968 9,438 862 22,461 23,410 14,374 24,496
1997 283 91,342 1,247 9,465 848 24,992 21,090 10,700 21,915
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 575 1,376 25,441 26,817 251 750 2,076 2,826
1940 336 NA NA 16,948 86 NA NA 7,714
1945 568 NA NA 19,916 312 NA NA 2,298
1950 399 409 10,866 11,275 139 157 868 1,025
1954* 133 402 4,445 4,847 58 33 378 411
1959* 39 235 1,230 1,465 10 11 34 45
1964* 73 129 2,022 2,151 20 NA 108 108
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 3 (D) (D) 54 NA NA NA NA
1987 4 (D) (D) 445 NA NA NA NA
1992 9 788 615 1,403 6 5 25 30
1997 10 377 482 859 NA NA NA NA

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

POULTRY  SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 590 102,602 127 11,082 NA NA
1950 2/ 223 76,887 66 9,564 NA NA
1954 3/ 45 276,826 47 41,756 NA NA
1959 3/ 36 603,152 34 147,059 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ 21 359,800 25 213,840 NA NA
1969 4/ 1 46 24 266,835 3 842
1974 5/ 6/ 2 (D) NA NA 5 172
1978 5/ ---- ---- 5 125,000 3 (D)
1982 ---- ---- 4 134,400 2 (D)
1987 ---- ---- 7 231,509 3 72
1992 ---- ---- 7 331,000 2 (D)

1997 ---- ---- 13 640,825 ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ---- Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 2,364 27.6 65,289 1,535 17.4 26,683
1940 1,966 38.2 75,125 1,304 16.6 21,626
1945 1,872 31.8 59,559 979 18.3 17,904
1950 1,044 49.5 51,661 561 17.1 9,620
1954 656 40.7 26,700 328 19.5 6,403
1959 2/ 276 63.9 17,624 121 22.9 2,772
1964 143 49.7 7,113 89 23.5 2,092
1969 248 52.3 12,958 43 37.6 1,617
1974 113 74.2 8,387 54 32.1 1,734
1978 128 115.6 14,800 62 (D) (D)
1982 197 98.7 19,446 (D) (D) (D)
1987 28 65.0 1,821 (D) (D) (D)
1992 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA
1997 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 2 519 12,206 19 458 293 4,176 319 43,082 1 22
1940 NA 420 10,861 32 920 170 2,122 234 18,093 NA 36
1945 1 423 12,179 53 1,386 188 2,663 229 21,999 NA 6
1950 2 314 9,428 107 3,461 68 1,012 88 9,103 NA 46
1954 1 216 8,420 46 1,815 32 718 83 16,549 NA 87
1959 NA 131 5,393 27 758 13 260 40 3,714 NA 5
1964 NA 46 1,252 32 1,052 9 215 27 2,589 NA 14
1969 2 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 12 1,146 NA NA
1978 NA 43 1,800 (D) (D) NA NA 3 262 NA NA
1982 NA 37 1,690 NA NA 17 940 4 382 NA NA
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 11,519 24 443 3,152 2,413 45 48
1940 12,328 19 40 2,805 2,877 27 2
1945 12,437 30 45 3,454 3,314 NA NA
1950 11,559 155 251 3,399 3,342 50 57
1954 11,846 317 1,096 2,887 3,017 85 102
1959 10,772 607 1,293 2,043 2,641 31 30
1964 9,762 455 728 2,035 1,329 155 142
1969 10,258 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 8,191 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 8,652 531 1,191 5,099 7,502 12 16
1982 8,462 760 1,835 5,645 9,110 62 68
1987 8,555 1,226 2,504 5,296 7,708 20 28
1992 9,093 2,045 4,687 4,929 8,955 33 77
1997 9,018 749 1,406 6,341 11,141 (D) (D)

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

HIGHLAND


